Treaties and their Makers
at Carrero's instance, consulted the Pope. The Vicar of Christ was then notoriously the tool and creature of France. The will of Charles II. was practically dictated by the papal representatives at his palace. In the first week of November 1700 he died ; it immediately became known that Charles had left the whole Spanish monarchy to the Duke of Anjou ; till his arrival the Government would be in Cardinal Carrero's hands.
But not without sore misgivings and many tears had Charles at last put his name to this instrument. The triumph for France was greater even than Louis and his servants had dared to hope. "The Pyrenees/' on knowing the will proudly exclaimed the French king, "have ceased to exist." The violent disturbance of the European equilibrium thus produced was enough of itself to have plunged the world in war. Yet war, or at least England's active participation in it, might perhaps have been averted had Louis XIV. not, by a master-stroke of infatuation and ill-faith, obliterated the differences dividing English parties, and united the entire country against himself as the nation's enemy. The death of Charles II. of Spain had rendered the efforts of English diplomacy in the matter of the Partition Treaties so much lost labour, and had, irrationally enough, injured the reputation of the Whig negotiators. In his destruction of international compacts, Louis now included the Treaty of Ryswick.
James II. died in his French exile within a year of the King of Spain. Flushed with triumph, Louis XIV. recognised as the lawful heir and successor of James his son, the old Pretender. This affront to William as the constitutional nominee of the English Parliament and people to the throne
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